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Election/Restrictions 

1. This application contains claims directed to the following patentably distinct species of 
the claimed invention: 

Species I, as illustrated in Figs. 1 A and IB; 

Species II, as illustrated in Fig. 5; 

Species III, as illustrated in Figs. 8, 9A and 9B; 

Species IV, as illustrated in Figs. 10A-10B; 

Species V, as illustrated in Fig. 1 1 ; 

Species VI, as illustrated in Figs. 13A-13B; and 

Species VII, as illustrated in Figs. 14A and 14B. 

Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed species for 
prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is finally 
held to be allowable. Currently, there is no generic claim. 

Applicant is advised that a reply to this requirement must include an identification of the 
species that is elected consonant with this requirement, and a listing of all claims readable 
thereon, including any claims subsequently added. An argument that a claim is allowable or that 
all claims are generic is considered nonresponsive unless accompanied by an election. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration of 
claims to additional species which are written in dependent form or otherwise include all the 
limitations of an allowed generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1.141. If claims are added after 
the election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon the elected species. MPEP § 
809.02(a). 

Should applicant traverse on the ground that the species are not patentably distinct, 
applicant should submit evidence or identify such evidence now of record showing the 
species to be obvious variants or clearly admit on the record that this is the case. In either 
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instance, if the examiner finds one of the inventions unpatentable over the prior art, the 
evidence or admission may be used in a rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) of the other 
invention. 

Notice to Applicant 

2. Claims 6 and 36 are identical. 

3. As to claim 11, "the elongate member" in line 17 and lines 18-19 should be changed to — 
the joystick lever --, so as to make this limitation consistent with the limitation in line 10, in 
order to avoid the unnecessary objection. 

4. Regarding to claim 20, as noted by Applicant, the newly amended claim 20 has been 
made independent (see page 8, first paragraph, of the amendment filed 12/1/2006), i.e., including 
all the limitations of the rejected claim 1; however, the limitation, "an output for communicating 
the user position to the utilization device" of the rejected claim 1, is not recited in the newly 
amended claim 20. Further, in order to better understand the claimed limitation, " the segments 
... being arranged as parallel segments in one direction " recited in lines 15-16, Examiner 
requests Applicant confirming all figures, which shows the above underlined limitation. As 
shown in the below figure, the segments (SI, S3) may be considerably parallel to segments (S2, 
S4), respectively, in a vertical direction and the segments (SI, S2) may be considerably parallel 
to segments (S3, S4), respectively, in a horizontal direction. 
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5. Regarding to claim 21, as best understood, "the elongate member" in line 2 and "the 
elongate element" in line 3 of this claim is "a user-manipulable member" in line 9 of claim 20. If 
so, the mentioned limitations of claim 21 should be amended as — the user-manipulable member 
— , so as to make this limitation consistent with the limitation of independent claim 20, in order to 
avoid the unnecessary objection. If not, the mentioned limitations of claim 21 lack antecedent 
basis in the claim. 

6. Regarding to new claim 3 1 , "of the of the" in line 2 should be changed to of the — due 
to a typo. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jimmy H. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272-7675. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bipin Shalwala can be reached at 571-272-7681 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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